
75 Climbing near Hausen. This and next photo: W. Sperlich
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Climbers' playgrounds-Europe

13 Climbing in the Swabian Alps in SW Germany Wolfgang Frey
Translation: E. N. Bowman

The Swabian Alps provide one of the most important practice climbing areas
in Germany. This chain of mountains which forms the central part of the Jura
massif from Ries (Nordlingen) to Randen near Schaffhausen, is 200 km in
length and 45 km in width. It joins up with the French-Swiss Jura and extends
to the Franconian Alps. All in all it forms a part of one of the most beautiful
districts in Germany.

The Swabian Alps comprise 8 comprehensive climbing areas with a total of
over 120 rocks or rock groups which are of importance from an alpine point of .
view. These are as follows: Heubach, Heidenheim, Geislingen, Reussen and
Heimenstein-Lenninger Valley, Urach, Reutlingen, Blaubeuren and the Danube
Valley. The rocks are of marine origin and are of limestone similar to the White
Jura. In the Danube Valley for example, they attain a height of 100 m and
extend to a width of over 400 m. It is a massive and firm limestone which
affords magnificent climbing.

The best known of these rocks are the following:' the Schaufelsen, the Hausener
Wand, the Zuckerhut and the Fleischbank in the Danube Valley, the Bruckner
Grat, the Felsenlabyrinth and the Rusenschloss in Blaubeuren, the Rutschen
felsen in Urach, the Tobelwande in the Lenniger Valley, the Reussenstein, the
Langen Hausener, the Himmelsfelsen and the Roggennadel in the Geislingen
area.

Climbing potentialities are so abundant that anyone can develop here the basis
of a future sUj;cessful alpine season. There are very few routes of grades II to
IV, but most of these are among the finest in the Swabian Alps. The majority
of the routes are of grades V and VI. In this area technically difficult routes
predominate. It is worthy of note that a number of the routes give scope for
difficult free climbing. As far as technicalities are concerned, a good climber in
this domain should not encounter any great difficulties in the limestone moun-
tains of the Alps. '

There is little literature on the exploration history of the rocks of the Swabian
Alps. Among the pioneers of the exploration of this area, I should like to men
tion, Giinther Nothdurft, Franz Meyer, Toni Rees, Arthur Oswald and Walther
Knodler. The Swabian Alps are the spiritual home for many outstanding
climbers.

This area has recently been the subject of a new guide: 'Schwabisches Kletter
buch', G. and W. Frey, (Stuttgart, 1973). This small book contains descriptions
of the finest and most rewarding climbs in the district. At last a gap is filled 17
years after the first publication of a guide to the Swabian Alps.
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14 Burgundy-The Cote d'Or

CLIMBERS' PLAYGROUNDS-EUROPE

Edward Pyatt

In the neighbourhood of Dijon, straddling the long route from the Channel
coast to the Alps, a major practice climbing area provides the travelling climber
with an opportunity for exercise in the vertical plane. These crags are very
popular with the French, who think nothing of the 200+ km journey from
Paris for a weekend climbing meet. This is the fabulous Cote d'Or, the E and S
slopes of which are clothed in vineyards. The names of the small villages, with
reputations stretching far beyond the bounds of France, read like a wine-mer
chant's catalogue. There are recreations therefore additional to the climbing.
The rocks, invariably limestones, which reach to 120 feet in places, form lines
of crags along the upper edges of combes in various escarpments.

77 Cormot. Photo: E. Pyatt

The outcrops at Cormot (close to N6 between Ivry-en-Montagne and La Roche
pot; 15 km SW of Beaune; with CAF hut nearby at Vauchignon); Saffres (close
to N5 between Vitteaux and Grosbois; 35 km W of Dijon) and Fixin/Brochon
(to the W of N74; 10 km SW of Dijon) are the most popular largely, one feels,
because they are the most accessible. There are topo-guides to all three as
follows:

'Cormot' D. Taupin and M. Brot (Paris, 1964)
'Saffres' J. Turbeaux (CAF Section Cote d'Or, 1964)
'Fixin/Brochon' B. Quarteaux (CAF Section Cote d'Or, 1973)
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CLIMBERS' PLAYGROUNDS-EUROPE

There are several other crags, perhaps only marginally inferior, for example at
Lantenay (13 km W of Dijon) and Baulme-Ia-Roche (4 km further W), for
which the guide-books are out-of-print and Bouilland (10 km NW of Beaune),
which has been described in 'Bulletin Paris/Chamonix' (CAF 11/73). A con
siderable further area of crag has not been described at all, except perhaps on
a very local basis.

Once again I am indebted to M Claude Bourleaux of the CAF in Paris for the
information which enabled me to visit these various rocks.

15 Oimbing on the Saleve Pierre Bossus
Translation: Edward Pyatt

The city of Geneva is privileged in having close at hand, not little practice cliffs,
but a real mountain offering everything the rock enthusiast can desire in the
way of difficulties; this is the Mont Saleve, easily accessible by road (9 km SE,
bus service) and even by a teIepherique. Looking at the mountain one sees suc
cessively from NE to SW the Petit Saleve, the Grand Saleve where most of the
climbing is found, the Pitons (the highest point, 1375 m) and finally the Pointe
du Plan. Together these form a range 21 km long divided up by gorges and
many transverse faults; the NW face above Geneva presents a precipitous scarp
rising nearly 1000 m above the plain. A geologist will find beds of Jurassic
above and Cretaceous below intersected by ledges covered with thickets; in
general the climber should remember that the limestone on the standard routes
is good, but it is unsound elsewhere, particularly in the fissures and the gorges;
watch out for stone-falls!

Exploration began in the 18th Century when hunters and smugglers travelled
over the NW sl.opes; though the Saleve is in France it is v.ery close to the Swiss
frontier. De Saussure took a personal interest in the mOtlntain. 1862 produced
the first sporting climbers, whom the locals called 'varappeurs', after a particu
lar site on the Saleve-the Gorge de la Varappe; this is the historical origin of a
word used today as a synonym for 'escalade', describing.one particular part of
mountaineering. Numerous routes were put up by climbers using boots with
the nails called 'tricounis' (the name of a famous Genevan rock climber); this
process has polished the holds on some of the classic climbs. Anyone coming
to the Saleve for the first time will be surprised by the rarity of pitons or
belaying spikes; the fact is that stances are often taken on pleasant ledges or
behind secure trees. Climbing accidents are rare in spite of the large number of
people who climb on the mountain throughout the year.

What is the attraction that brings so many people to the foot of these rocks?
One reason is the great selection of climbs available, perhaps a sim.ple route
fitted with fixed ropes for the enterprising tourist, or else a succession of easy
2a-m cliffs for the beginner (Grades II or Ill), or the classic W face, the 150 m
of which offer several pitches of Grade VI. The wide variety of the 140 routes
arises from the diverse morphology of the Saleve; there are fissures which have
to be jumped, aerial aretes and ledges, long chimneys, well-lit caves, roofs with
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78 The Face Ouest of the Sa/eve. This and next photo: j. Bremond
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several metres of overhang and so on. The complexity of the detail (it is easy
to get lost there!) is made more attractive by a rich flora and fauna; for example,
the climber will often meet a chamois as he rounds the corner of a ledge. An
other point of interest is that the climber who has only a short time available
can climb to the summit and return in less than half a day; always straightfor
ward, the descent can be made by telepherique, by well-marked paths or-by a
set series of abseils of 30 to 45 m. The foot of the mountain is littered with
huge blocks adapted for practice climbs. Though the Saleve has few sources of
water supply, it is noteworthy that there are welcoming restaurants not only
at the foot but also on the crest of the ridge.

79 Looking over the plain
from the crags of the Sa/eve

The first ascents were made by Genevan rock enthusiasts, who found this an
ideal practice ground; many famous alpinists learned to climb here. Thanks to
artificial methods the most forbidding walls have been conquered during the
last 20 years by the new generation, developing and using new techniques based
on modern equipment items. In conclusion let us suggest briefly three lines
representative of the routes of the Saleve; they all start from the Auberge de
la Carriere at the foot of the crags:

(a) la Route Nationale, a complicated route, yet not of sustained diffi
culty, which follows a series of steps separated by wooded ledges and ends
through a curious tunnel, AD inf, 2! hours.
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80 St Guilhem-Ie-Desert. village and crags. Photo: C. Mont

(b) the series-Arete jaune, Balcon, Grand Arete, Preliminaires-an airy
route often climbed, having some sections of V; the whole is D sup, 2!
hours.
(c) the famous W face, where all the necessary pitons are in place (etriers
useful), ED, 4 hours,

References

'Guide des Escalades du SaJeve' Bossus and Briquet (CAS 1965)
'Carte du Saleve et cheminements pour touristes' (1973)
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16 Languedoc Limestone Charles Mont

The Cevennes mark the S limit of the ancient rocks of the Massif Central of
France. Between this upstanding hill line and the Mediterranean rise the
Garrigues, a series of limestone hills and mountains which in places reveal
climbers' crags of outstanding proportions. At the centre of the area in the
gorge of the Herault river is the picturesque ancient village of St-Guilhem-Ie
Desert with a comfortable little refuge belonging to the CAF. Behind the village
a magnificent cirque, known as the Bout du Monde, offers numerous routes of
150 m. Straight above the houses there are shorter climbs on the Falaise du
Chateau du Geant.

Thirty km NE lies the group known as Le Thaurac-a series of crags on or near
the Heraulr river with routes up to 100 m. Eighteen km SSE the Pic St Loup
(658 m) is the highest point in the area; this is another outstanding climbing
ground with routes on the Pic itself, on the Montagne d'Hortus and the Cretes
de Montferrand. Forty-five km NW the dolomitic crags of the Pas d'Escalette
mark the point where N9 leaves the great limestone plateaux of the Causses to
descend towards the Mediterranean seaboard; again there are many routes.
The guide-book below lists so many secondary crags, among which the dolo
mitic cirque at Moureze looks particularly spectacular, that to repeat them
here would be wastefully repetitious. Buy the guidebook, travel round the
very pleasant countryside. of Languedoc and seek them for yourselves.

The guide-books are as follows:

'Escalades en Languedoc' Denis Dainat (CAF Section Lang-Medit. 1969)
'Guide d'escalade-Pic St Loup-Montagne d'Hortus' (CAF Section Lang-Medit.
1963)
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